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The Government is changing Legal Aid! 

How the Proposals will A�ect Refugees and 
other Vulnerable Migrants

The Government has issued proposals for further changes to legal 
aid and intends to implement them later this year, without any 
debate in Parliament. 
If implemented, they are likely to prevent many vulnerable 
migrants from having a legal aid lawyer to help them. 

We need to act now to stop them!
 

What is proposed?
You will need to pass a ‘residence test’ to get a legal aid lawyer to help you in a 
non-criminal case. 
 

To get legal aid you will have to prove that you are legally in the UK and that you 
have been here legally for at least one year at any time in the past. 
If you have an ongoing asylum claim you will still get legal aid, however.

This will mean that if you don‘t meet the residence test 
you will not be able to have a legal aid lawyer: 
 

to help you to prepare and submit a second or further asylum claim, even if you 
haven’t had a lawyer to help you before, and even if you now have strong new 
evidence to support your case.

to help you apply for bail or for release by the High Court if you are held in 
immigration detention, even if you are detained for several months or years. 

to help you with other non-criminal legal matters when you are granted asylum 
until you have had refugee status for one year, including if your local authority 
refuses you accommodation or support, or tries to take your children into care, 
or if you need a court order to ensure a violent ex-partner stays away from you in 
the first year of your refugee status. 

to help you if you are a victim of tra�cking without permission to be in the UK, 
and/or if you are a child but the Home O�ce and your local authority wrongly 
think you are an adult, unless you have an ongoing asylum claim. 

if the Home O�ce takes a long time to process your case, or if there is a long 
delay in issuing your residence permit after you have won your case. 
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What can you do now?

Sign the E-Petition: 
http://epetitions.direct.gov.uk/petiti
ons/48628
 
Keep up-to-date with upcoming 
events to challenge the  
Government 's proposals by following 
us on Twitter @savejusticeuk
 
Write/speak to your MP: 
Our website has details of how to 
contact your MP, and links to 
template letters to download and 
adapt: 
http://savejusticeuk.wordpress.com
 
Spread the word yourself: 
Get this flyer and information sheets 
at 
http://savejusticeuk.wordpress.com 
 
Share your story on how legal aid 
has helped you (or encourage 
others to share their story) online at 
http://savelegalaid.wordpress.com


